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Introduction

This edition of “Masonry Chronicles” 
will discuss major changes implemented 
in the 2013 Building Code Requirements 
for Masonry Structures [TMS 402-13] 
and the corresponding Specification [TMS 
602-13] along with the 2016 California 
Building Code [2016 CBC]. Some of the 
major TMS 402/602 changes include a 

complete reformatting of the document 
into a more user-friendly format, a 
recalibration of the unit strength tables 
resulting in a significant increase in f’m for 
most masonry, the addition of a moment 
magnifier method for strength design of 
walls subjected to out-of-plane loads, 
and a reduction in the shear strength of 
partially grouted walls.  There are many 
other changes that will also be covered.

Reorganization of  the TMS 402 Provisions

The 2013 TMS 402 has been reorganized 
in response to frequent past requests 
concerning the length of Chapter 1 and 
the difficulty in finding provisions. The 
reorganization divides the code provisions 
into five parts, each part with individual 
related chapters (see Figure 1).  Chapter 1 
was divided into seven different chapters.  
The rest of the chapters remain the same 
in terms of organization.  The effort was 
spearheaded by an engineering practitioner 
and it is felt to be more designer friendly.  
A detailed cross-reference list between the 
2011 and 2013 TMS 402 code is available 
at https://masonrysociety.org/2013-tms-
402602-errata/
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              Contact CMACN with Requests for Design Seminars at (916) 722-1700 or info@cmacn.org

           Concrete Masonry Association of  California and Nevada (CMACN) is pleased to introduce updated products 

           for practicing engineers.   Universities please call to inquire about discount pricing on student text books.
     

         Available 2017:  2015 Design of Reinforced Masonry Structures and CMD15 Design Tool
                            for Masonry. Typical Masonry Details are free on line at 
        www.cmacn.org

           Orders can be placed on line at www.cmacn.org (all cards accepted) or by calling (916) 722-1700 (Visa and MasterCard only)

      Concrete Masonry Association
      of  California and Nevada
      6060 Sunrise Vista Drive, Suite 1990
      Citrus Heights, CA 95610
      (916) 722-1700
      info@cmacn.org
      www.cmacn.org

CMACN PRODUCER MEMBERS

Producer Members are an individual, partnership, or corporation, which is actively engaged in the manufacture 
and sale of concrete masonry units (CMUs). 

	 	 	Air Vol Block, Inc.  
	 	 	Angelus Block Company, Inc.
	 	 	Basalite Concrete Products, LLC
	 	 	Calstone Company, Inc.
	 	 	CEMEX    

Please go to www.cmacn.org for additional information on the latest design tools, previous “Masonry Chronicles,” 
additional publications, links to our Members, links to other associated organizations and much more.

	Desert Block Company, Inc.
	ORCO Block & Hardscape
	RCP Block & Brick, Inc.
	Superlite (an Oldcastle  Architectural West Company) 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Why Masonry?
www.whymasonry.org


